Oakland Unified School District
Writing Proficiency Project

Process Writing Assessment

4™ Grade Annotated Anchor Papers
Spring Prompt: Response to Literature
“Mississippi Lesson”

Note: Please do not use the anchor papers with students prior to the
administration of the Process Writing Assessment




4th Grade PWA: Response to Literature
Spring Anchor Paper—Mississippi Lesson

Score Level: 4
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Fourth Grade PWA: Response to Literature
Annotated Anchor Paper

Spring—Mississippi Lesson

Score Level 4

“Nobody’s Perfect”

What makes it a 4?7

The student began “Nobody’s Perfect” with an engaging question that
she immediately relates to the story. She starts her second paragraph by
showing an awareness of audience, “you see”, and then launches into her
summary of the story. She is able throughout her essay to effectively use
quotations to support her ideas. Her third and fourth paragraphs focus on the
main idea of the literary text and she concludes with a focused, concise
paragraph. Her third paragraph shows how her main idea is developed in the
story, “Mississippi Lesson”, and her fourth paragraph relates the main idea
to the world beyond the story. Her organization is clear and controlled.

The student is able to show that she is aware of the purpose of this
writing. She clearly understands the literary text and can support her
conclusions, Writing Applications 2.2. She was able to discriminate the
most significant details from the rest of the story in her summary, Writing
Applications 2.4. ' |

Her control of her writing conventions is excellent. In the second
paragraph, erasures show attempts to revise and edit her work. Any errors do
not interfere with meaning. The penmanship is very legible. There are some
spelling mistakes, “asuming” and “embarassed”, both words with double
consonants. Her use of apostrophes is not consistent, which indicates that
she might have been able to edit these mistakes with more time.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 4.



4" Grade PWA: Response to Literature
Spring Anchor Paper—Mississippi Lesson

Score Level: 3
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Fourth Grade PWA: Response to Literature
Annotated Anchor Paper

Spring—Mississippi Lesson

Score Level 3

“You’ll Be Wrong”

What makes it a 3?

This student shows a general understanding of the text, “Mississippl
Lesson”. She starts out with an engaging question that she relates to the
story right away. The summary of the story is good, but fairly long, with
only one quoted word. The student then explains the main idea of the story
and relates it to people making mistakes. The conclusion is not a
restatement of the conclusions just reached, but a challenge to the audience
to share what was learned, reflecting a sense of audience. The content and
organization of this essay are sound with adequate support for the ideas
developed. Words like “crushed” and “significant” reveal a control over
vocabulary.

There are numerous errors in English Language conventions that do
not interfere with meaning but raise questions about the student’s control of
conventions. The first sentence contains a run-on with no question mark
where needed. There is also lack of agreement between “someone”/singular
and “they”/plural in the first sentence. The title of the text is not properly
marked. Spelling errors like new/knew, thereselfs, your/you’re are frequent.
The use of “gonna” and past/present verb tense mixing reflect a disconnect
between the registers used on the playground and those for formal writing,.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 3.



4@ Grade PWA: Kesponse to Literature
Spring Anchor Paper—Mississippi Lesson

Score Level: 2
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Fourth Grade PWA: Response to Literature
Annotated Anchor Paper

Spring—Mississippi Lesson

Score Level 2

“Mississippi River whereabouts”
What makes it a 2?

The student is writing below grade level in this response to literature.
He begins with an engaging question and shows his sense of audience with
his answer. However, his summary is predominately a quotation from the
story. The standard for fourth grade states that summaries “contain the main
ideas of the reading selection and the most significant details”. The long
quotation does not serve as an effective summary, thereby showing an
incomplete understanding of the main idea. When the student finally states
the main idea in the final paragraph, he supports it with another long quote
that is not deliberately connected to the stated main idea. There is no added
support from personal experience. This student did not adequately respond
to the prompt: the summary shows a lack of comprehension and the response
reveals a lack of analysis.

The language that the student uses is minimal because there is so
much copying. While the quotations are punctuated correctly, they are the
main part of the sample. There are some spelling errors “beilives”,
“speacal”, and “embarassas” , but most of the words are not complex. The
student starts and ends sentences correctly. There are errors in capitalization
like “river”.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 2.



4t Grade PWA: Response to Literature
Spring Anchor Paper—Mississippi Lesson

Score Level: 1
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Fourth Grade PWA: Response to Literature
Annotated Anchor Paper

Spring—Mississippi Lesson

Score Level 1

“She was the smallest...”

What makes ita 1?

The student does not understand the story or the main idea. He starts
with a paragraph quoted from the story, without the proper use of quotation
marks. The student states the main idea of the story in the second paragraph
and then follows with another long quotation to support it. However, there is
no writing to show how this quotation develops the stated main idea. While
the student did try to address the reason that the main idea is important, the
reason fails to make any sense. The writing does not support the importance
of the main idea and sounds confused.

Since the first and third paragraphs are copied from the text, there are
only two sentences that are the student’s own writing. The use of
conventions in the second paragraph of the essay is fine. The final
paragraph contains some spelling errors “important” and “wasin’t”, which
should not happen in fourth grade. There is also confusion with hole/whole.
In general, the student wrote very little and took no risks with his writing.

The preponderance of evidence indicates a score of 1.



