Oakland Unified School District
Writing Proficiency Project

6™ Grade Expository Anchor Papers
Cool Fashion Trend Prompt

Note: Please do not use the anchor papers with students prior to the
administration of the Process Writing Assessment
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6" Grade Expository Anchor Papers: What’s Cool Today

Title

Score

Notes

“Shake Them
Dreads”

4

Enthusiastic and informative essay that corresponds to a 4 Advanced in
the following ways:

+ Topic is presented by naming popular rap artists (Bob Marley, Mac Dre,
Damien Marley, and T-Pain) that show how cool and popular dreadlocks
are. Writing takes topic from rap stars to ordinary people (Growing
dreads is now a cool orderly fashion.)

= Writing is organized through paragraphs that each address a different
aspect of dreadlocks: how to grow them, what they look like, what some
people associate with them. Ideas deepen and develop readers’
understanding of dreadlocks.

» Writing provides a thorough explanation of dreadlocks for those who
are not familiar and in this way shows awareness of audience; language
is appropriate and persuasive (They are one of the coolest fashion
trends of our day.)

» Language is specific (thick puffy Afro, natural oils, maintain, etc.) and
sentence types are varied

» Writing shows control of writing conventions though there are a few
minor errors

Baseball Caps

Clear and direct presentation of baseball caps as a fashion trend.
Organized presentation of information corresponds to a 3 Proficient:
» Introduction presents topic clearly.

+ Writing explains how people wear baseball caps and includes some
supporting details (dome-shaped flat bottom, they match with your
clothes, etc.)

» Writing speculates about how the caps became a trend. Writing
addresses audience. (Do you know what the cool thing about baseball
cpas are?)

» Language is clear and there is some sentence variety and specific
vocabulary.

» Several errors but they do not interfere with meaning

Jordans

Organized but brief paragraphs in a piece of writing about Jordans that
corresponds to a 2 Developing:

» Topic is presented right away; second paragraph slightly confusing (/f
it's the jersey or pants, then you wear it on you legs and torso. )
Paragraphs not organized to support main ideas.

» Although the writing presents lots of information about Jordans, the
writing moves too fast and the ideas are not developed.

+» Because details are missing, writing shows little awareness of reader
who is left with lots of questions (eg. How expensive are they? What are
some of the other designs?)

+ General vocabulary; some sentence variety

» Errors do not interfere with meaning. (kinda)

The loner
trend

Brief piece that begins with an original fashion trend, but does not
develop it. A “1” for these reasons:

» Topic is unclear

+ Ideas are organized but writer is not engaged in the task or topic, so
writing is confusing (Sometimes I see wild designs that look like thick
fog.)

» Writing does not show audience awareness

» Language is clear; some sentence variety

» Very few errors
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An “OT” because instead of describing a fashion trend, it begins to
narrate a memorable event:

« Topic is difficult to identify: what’s the fashion trend?

« Writing attempts to provide details (cute little red sweater), but the
writing is off topic

» Writing does not show audience awareness

» Sentences include some mistakes




